
Secretary Michael Chertoff
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, D.C. 20528


Dear Mr. Chertoff:


I urge you to provide political asylum to our colleague and lifelong advocate, Mr. Victor Toro.  Persecuted and systematically tortured for two years under Pinochet's regime, Victor was finally expelled from Chile in 1976 without any documentation and declared officially dead.  His deportation back to Chile would be a threat to his life.  For almost 25 years, Victor has been dedicated to helping the disenfranchised through his organization, Vamos a la Pena, in New York City.  In 2007, while travelling on an Amtrak train, he was arrested and jailed by the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) as a result of racial profiling.  

As you know, the United States has ratified the UN International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) that prohibits racial profiling in government policies.  Ratified treaties are part of the "supreme law of the land" under the U.S. Constitution (Article VI, Section 2) and are to be honored by officials at all levels of government.

Thank you for your attention to this request.  

Sincerely,
Your NAME
Address
City, State ZIP
Your E-mail Address
