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Once information on alleged human rights violations has been collected and stored, it can be analyzed to draw conclusions that support or reject claims about how and why human rights violations have occurred. Those who are most     affected by the human rights violations should be involved in the analysis stage of the documentation process, as well as in proposing solutions or remedies to violations.  Human rights documentation can be particularly persuasive in compelling a response to a violation because it puts a face and story behind the numbers that have been collected to support a claim. Using the rights and obligations set out in international human rights treaties as a guide, findings of violations can be incorporated into substantive human rights arguments and used to propose necessary remedies.


Findings on human rights violations are often presented in a written report. One of the key steps in producing a report on human rights violations is determining the target audience. The target audience is determined by the overall goal of the documentation project. An effective target audience for a documentation project includes a group of opinion and policy makers such as the media and publicly elected officials. The target audience should guide decisions on how the report is disseminated and publicized. The UN platform offers a number of avenues for sharing the information from a documentation project including: presenting the information at the Human Rights Commission; producing a shadow report; organizing a human rights tribunal and providing testimony; and using Special Rapporteurs to bring attention to the findings.





How do we use the information that we have collected? 





One of the first steps in human rights documentation is to gather information from quantitative and qualitative sources to verify and address human rights violations.  The most important source of information is the people directly affected by the alleged violation. In fact, the human rights framework emphasizes the meaningful participation of those directly affected by a human rights violation in the collection and analysis of information on the violation. Forms of information gathering can include interviews, direct observations, photographs, audio or video recordings, forensic examination, and collection of relevant documents, and the amount of time and resources one has will determine the form of information used. Other sources of information may include pre-existing databases. It is important to obtain reliable information through the use of generally accepted procedures and by establishing a reputation for impartiality.





Information should be stored so as to facilitate its analysis to draw conclusions surrounding an alleged human rights violation. It is often helpful to organize the information on alleged human rights violations so that it can be measured against rights and obligations protected by international human rights instruments. Advocates interested in human rights documentation will be aided if they have some knowledge about how to design a good database for human rights analysis, how to code data (i.e. apply a system of definitions in order to transform qualitative data into quantitative data), and how to create and manage reports using the information in a database.





How do we store the information that we have gathered? 





What information do we need and how do we acquire it? 





Investigating and Documenting Human Rights Violations: what to keep in mind





Human rights can and must be claimed, and where human rights violations exist, they should be exposed, condemned and rectified. Human rights documentation can play an important role in generating and influencing a positive response to human rights violations. The primary reason for most human rights documentation projects is the pursuit of justice. Human rights documentation also helps establish a historical record, and is useful in setting standards that are higher than those guaranteed in domestic law.





There are a number of questions one should ask before embarking on a human rights documentation project:
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HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENTATION





Human Rights Documentation is the act of recording human rights violations with the aim of addressing them. It involves identifying a problem, and gathering information to support collective acknowledgement of the problem in order to remedy it.





Human rights and human rights violations 


Human rights entitle the bearer of a right to claim that right. Human rights also impose a corresponding duty on the bearer of the right, and on other parties, to respect and protect the right. For example, a person’s right to religious freedom means that the person has a right to practice his or her religion freely, but must also respect the rights of others to practice their own religion freely. In addition, conditions must be created so that all people can practice their respective religions freely.  Human rights therefore create obligations, usually on governments to follow and enforce standards of legal and administrative practice that ensure that individuals and groups enjoy their fundamental rights.


There are three types of government obligations imposed by human rights:


Obligation to respect human rights: This means that the government has a duty not to violate the human rights of people by its actions. This is understood to mean that the government will not directly or indirectly obstruct the enjoyment of human rights.


Obligation to protect human rights:  This means that the government has a duty to prevent human rights violation by others. This is understood to mean that the government will prevent third parties from interfering with or violating human rights, which includes taking the necessary measures to prevent individuals or groups from violating the rights of others. Human rights place a particular emphasis on the protection of individuals and groups that are vulnerable to discrimination or otherwise disadvantaged.


Obligation to fulfill human rights:  This means that the government has a duty to act in order to ensure that rights can be enjoyed. This is understood to mean that the government will adopt the necessary measures to ensure that each person has the opportunity to satisfy his or her claim to human rights, as guaranteed in human rights instruments.


The failure to respect, protect and fulfill a right constitutes a human rights violation. 





Examples of Human Rights Documentation Reports


� HYPERLINK "http://www.urbanjustice.org/pdf/publications/humanrights/full_rpt.pdf" �Hunger is No Accident�. By the Human Rights Project of the Urban Justice Center


� HYPERLINK "http://www.borderaction.org/PDFs/BNHR_Report_to_HRC.pdf" �Behind every abuse is a community�. By the Border Network for Human Rights


� HYPERLINK "http://hrw.org/reports/1996/Us1.htm" �All Too Familiar: Sexual Abuse of Women in U.S. State Prisons�. By Human Rights Watch
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