
 

 
 

Fact Sheet: Durban Review Conference, April 20-24, 2009, in Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Background 
In 2001, the United Nations organized the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (WCAR) in Durban, South Africa. The Conference, attended by 
more than 10,000 people from all regions of the world, adopted by consensus the Durban Declaration 
and Program of Action, which remains the most important framework to date for the combat against 
racism and racial discrimination. In 2006, the United Nations General Assembly decided to convene 
in 2009 a Review Conference on the implementation of the Durban Declaration and Program of Action, 
and requested the Human Rights Council to act as the Preparatory Committee for the Durban Review 
Conference. The work of the Preparatory Committee is open to the participation of all Member States of 
the UN and members of specialized agencies and observers (HRC Resolution 3/2 of 2006). Please note 
that the United States Government withdrew from the WCAR and is currently extending that policy to the 
Durban Review Conference and its preparatory process. Please see the following page for more 
information on United States participation. 
 
The Durban Declaration and Program of Action can be found here or at our website—www.hrpujc.org 
 
Objectives of the Review Conference 

 To review progress and assess implementation of the Durban Declaration and Program of Action by 
all stakeholders at the national, regional and international levels, including assessing contemporary 
manifestations of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, through an 
inclusive, transparent and collaborative process, and identifying concrete measures and initiatives for 
combating and eliminating all such manifestations in order to bolster implementation; 

 To assess the effectiveness of the existing Durban follow-up mechanisms and other relevant United 
Nations mechanisms dealing with racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in 
order to strengthen them; 

 To promote the universal ratification and implementation of the International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) and proper consideration of the 
recommendations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; 

 To identify and share good practices in the fight against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 
and related intolerance. 

 
 
Upcoming Meetings leading up to the Review Conference 
 
August 24-26, 2008. Regional Preparatory Conference for Africa in Abuja, Nigeria 
October 6-17, 2008. Second Lead-up to the Review Conference in Geneva, Switzerland 
 
 

* Information on this page adapted from  
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/racism/DurbanReview/ngo.htm  
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Participation by NGOs 
The United Nations encourages the participation of NGOs in the Durban Review Conference and 
the process leading up to it. However, please note that applications from NGOs that are not yet 
accredited to the Durban Review Process (do not have consultative status with ECOSOC, did not 
participate at the WCAR and have not been accredited by the Preparatory Committee for the 
Durban Review Conference) and who wish to be accredited to participate in the Durban Review 
Conference must have submitted their application to the Secretariat of the Durban Review 
Conference by no later than August 1, 2008. 
 
For More Information on participation, please visit: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/racism/DurbanReview/ngo.htm 
 
Please note that the Human Rights Project at the Urban Justice Center can also help facilitate accreditation for 
a limited number of individuals to the Durban Review Conference. 
 
 
Act Now! Urge the United States Government to participate in the Durban Review Conference 
The United States is boycotting the process leading up to the Durban Review Conference, and has not yet 
determined whether it will participate in the Durban Review Conference. As many may remember, the 
United States withdrew from WCAR in 2001 citing the amount of time that participants spent condemning 
Israel’s treatment of the Palestinian people as the reason for the walk out. This policy of non-participation 
has been extended to the Durban Review process including the preparatory meetings of the Conference.  
 
While the United States government has presented reasons for its refusal to participate in the Durban 
Review process, those reasons are not related to the WCAR Declaration and Program of Action, which is 
the main instrument and focus of the Durban Review Conference. The Durban Review Conference is the 
most important forum for recommitting the global community to combating racism and racial 
discrimination, and current administration’s refusal to participate in the process is unacceptable. Given the 
historical legacy of racism and the present and persistent problems of racial and ethnic discrimination in 
the United States, the government must engage as a full and active member in the conference.  
 
Please call your representatives to urge their leadership in pushing the State Department to participate in 
the Durban Review Conference and process 
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